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The Opioid Conspiracy

brought to by Purdue Pharma & 
the World Health Organisation
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“Opioid analgesics, if prescribed in 
accordance with established dosage 
regimens, are known to be safe and 
there is no need to fear accidental 
death or dependence.”

WHO 2011 guidelines

The WHO and Influential Organizations and 
Individuals with Opioid Industry ties

https://ahrp.org/who-controls-the-who/

World Health Organization. (2011). Ensuring balance in 
national policies on controlled substances: guidance for 

availability and accessibility of controlled medicines



“The term ‘opiophobia’ coined  by 
Purdue Pharma to describe critics of 
the opioid industry was later included 
in the guidelines of the World Health 
Organization (WHO)

WHO 2011 guidelines

The WHO and Influential Organizations and 
Individuals with Opioid Industry ties

https://ahrp.org/who-controls-the-who/

World Health Organization. (2011). Ensuring balance in 
national policies on controlled substances: guidance for 

availability and accessibility of controlled medicines



WHO Complicity, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy 
Conflicts of Interest

“The WHO Collaborating Centre for Policy and 
Communications in Cancer Care at the University of 
Wisconsin Pain & Policy Studies Group revealed that from 
1999 to 2010, it had accepted over $1.6 million from 
Purdue.”

Corrupting influence: Purdue and the WHO. 
Exposing dangerous opioid manufacturer influence 

at the World Health Organisation. 
US Congressional Report. May 22, 2019

US Reps. Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) 
and Hal Rogers (R-Ky.)

https://katherineclark.house.gov/_cache/files/a/a/aaa7536a-6db3-4192-b943-364e7c599d10/818172D42793504DD9DFE64B77A77C0E.5.22.19-who-purdue-report-final.pdf



WHO Corruption, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy 
Conflicts of Interest

“In 2017, the Opioid Epidemic claimed 50 000 lives in the 
United States alone.”

Corrupting influence: Purdue and the WHO. 
Exposing dangerous opioid manufacturer influence 

at the World Health Organisation. 
US Congressional Report. May 22, 2019

US Reps. Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) 
and Hal Rogers (R-Ky.)

https://katherineclark.house.gov/_cache/files/a/a/aaa7536a-6db3-4192-b943-364e7c599d10/818172D42793504DD9DFE64B77A77C0E.5.22.19-who-purdue-report-final.pdf



WHO Complicity, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy 
Conflicts of Interest

"The WHO appears to be lending the opioid industry its 
voice and credibility, and as a result, a trusted public health 
organization is trafficking dangerous misinformation that 
could lead to a global opioid epidemic."

Corrupting influence: Purdue and the WHO. 
Exposing dangerous opioid manufacturer influence 

at the World Health Organisation. 
US Congressional Report. May 22, 2019

US Reps. Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) 
and Hal Rogers (R-Ky.)

https://katherineclark.house.gov/_cache/files/a/a/aaa7536a-6db3-4192-b943-364e7c599d10/818172D42793504DD9DFE64B77A77C0E.5.22.19-who-purdue-report-final.pdf



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/22/purdue-pharma-opioid-world-health-organization-painkiller-global-sales https://arstechnica.com/science/2019/05/world-health-organization-parroted-purdues-deceptive-opioid-claims-report-says/

WHO Complicity, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy - Conflicts of Interest

WORLD HEALTH 

ORGANISATION



Opioid companies pushed higher doses of opioids in order to 
increase profits further, while downplaying the risks of addiction 
and abuse. 

On October 21, 2020, Purdue reached a settlement worth US$8.3 
billion, admitting that it "knowingly and intentionally conspired and 
agreed with others to aid and abet" doctors dispensing medication 
"without a legitimate medical purpose."

In 2002, Purdue Pharma gave $3 million to the pain centre at 
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH), which was renamed the 
“MGH Purdue Pharma Pain Center”

The American Pain Society received almost $1 million from opioid 
companies

Court documents recently filed by the Attorney-General of 
Massachusetts allege that doctors who met with Purdue Pharma 
drug reps were ten times more likely to have prescribed opioids to 
patients who later died of an overdose than physicians who 
prescribed opioids without having met the company’s drug reps

Between 2014 and 2015, roughly one in seven physicians in the 
United States received opioid-related gifts from pharmaceutical 
companies 

Purdue deceived doctors and patients to get more and more people 
on its dangerous drugs and to use higher and higher doses and to 
stay on its drugs longer.

To overcome addiction to Purdue’s opioids, Purdue urged
doctors to respond by increasing the opioid dose. 

A patient who stays on prescription opioids for a year is 51 times 
more likely to die.

Purdue also steered patients away from safer alternatives with false 
claims that its opioids had less risk of abuse

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7357445/

WHO Complicity, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy - Conflicts of Interest

The Role of Purdue Pharma in the Opioid Conspiracy



https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/5715954/Massachusetts-AGO-Amended-Complaint-2019-01-31.pdf

Dr. Fathalla Mashali 
(Purdue client)

Seventeen patients who were prescribed Purdue opioids by 
Dr Mashali died of opioid overdoses.

Purdue promoted its opioids to Mashali from at least May 2009 
until June 2013, calling on him more than 150 times.

Purdue wanted (Mashali’s) patients to take its (larger-dose) 
opioids instead of traditional lower-dose, shorter-acting “SA” 
drugs

The manager overseeing all Purdue reps in the Boston area 
visited Mashali and got him to agree to write to Massachusetts 
insurance companies to ask for more generous coverage of 
Purdue opioids.

Mashali is the largest prescriber of OxyContin in the (Boston) 
District

Complicity, Purdue Pharma and the Opioid Conspiracy 

Conflicts of Interest&



https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/540100
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